
DAYTRIPPN

Broadzy Broadzy 
ONE TANK TRIPSONE TANK TRIPS

Published in Daytripping March 2019

We haven’t travelled to every single 
place in Daytripping by any means, but 
we have been to quite a few, so Lisa 
noticed that recently they’ve added a list 
of stores that are new to the magazine 
and suggested that we head to Chatham. 
There were two locations, Birdie’s Nest 
and the Glasshouse Nursery, that either 
hadn’t been in the Daytripper for a long 
time or ever.

PARKS BLUEBERRIES 
We’ve written about this fabulous 

landmark near Bothwell in a previous 
column so I won’t get too wrapped up 
in it, but it was the perfect place to start 
the day. We can’t not stop here if we’re 
nearby, and we left with fresh scones 
and frozen blueberries to take home. Lisa 
couldn’t help herself from shopping a bit. 
This was just before Christmas and this 
area is also renowned for its Christmas 
tree farms, so we took a shortcut on a 
nearby side road to drive past them on 
the way. (Note: Parks Blueberries opens 
for the season on March 24th)

LAURIE CLARK DESIGNS 
You’ll find this shop (that was B’s Hive 

for years) in the town of Thamesville which 
is just down the old Highway #2 west of 
Parks. On the way there we noticed that 
the tribute to Chief Tecumseh, famous 
for his role in the war of 1812, has been 
greatly enhanced—we’ll have to return 
in the summer. Laurie has a shop that 
is a combination of antiques and works 

from local artisans, and the handmade 
aspect means it is very different than 
most shops. Lisa bought a doll that was 
new, but looked like it was ancient (not 
the greatest description, I know) and we 
found the perfect Christmas wreath for 
our front door.

CRAZY 8 BARN 
It was a bit early for lunch but we’d 

been meaning to go here for years, 
having heard wonderful things about 
it. We called in advance just to be safe 
and to make a reservation, because we’d 
never heard of Palmyra either and it 
is off the beaten path. We drove south 
through Ridgetown and toward Rondeau 
Provincial Park and then turned left and 
headed east. Greenview Aviaries is along 
this route—we took the kids there a few 
times over the years. Not too far along, 
sure enough, we came across this very 
attractive octagonal building, pretty 
much in the middle of nowhere, but it’s 
busy. It’s one of the coolest places we’ve 
found anywhere! There’s a gift shop 
on the main floor and then you go up 
circular stairs to the cafe where the food 
is excellent. The menu is limited, as you 
might expect, so that everything is local, 
home-made and delicious. They boast 
about having the best butter tarts and 
they are not wrong! (Note: Crazy 8 Barn 
opens for the season on April 2nd)

Crazy Eight Barn

Parks Blueberries, by Elsie Thoonen

 GLASSHOUSE NURSERY 
It was a nice drive from here into 

Chatham. We could have gone a number 
of ways and could have stopped into 
Ridgetown or Blenheim but we were 
on a mission. We’ll just have to go back 
again. Another day—another daytrip! 
The ad in Daytripping said this was the 
largest Christmas Store in the area and, 
holy cow, they weren’t kidding. Like 
most other greenhouses, the place is 
massive, but they apparently redecorate 
and restock it for the holidays once the 
garden season is done. That said, there 
is also a huge portion that is a gift shop 
and home to Betula Boutique Women’s 
Fashions year round, so you don’t have 
to wait for Christmas to come here. And 
it’s still a garden centre of course, and 
Lisa loves her gardens! We spent at least 
an hour in here and she could have spent 
a day, and our retirement fund.

THE MERCANTILE 
We weren’t planning to stop in here 

but saw it while referring back to the 
Daytripper and boy are we glad we did. 
This is two shops in one—COUNTRY 
COMFORTS is a gift shop and PUT IT 
TOGETHER QUILT SHOPPE pretty much 
speaks for itself. Lisa picked up a few 
items at the quilt shop and I walked 
around in awe in the Country Comforts 
portion. We go to a lot of these stores and 
this one might be the best decorated one 
I’ve seen—and it has an old-fashioned 
candy section. I’m still a little kid when 
it comes to Lucky Elephant Pink Candy 
Popcorn and Laffy Taffy. There was an 
excellent selection of gift ware here and 
both hostesses were very pleasant—trust 
us that it should be on your list.

Country Comforts

https://parksblueberries.com/
https://www.bshiveflowers.com/
https://crazy8barn.com/
https://glasshousenursery.ca/
http://www.countrycomforts.ca/
http://www.countrycomforts.ca/
https://www.putittogetherquiltshoppe.com/
https://www.putittogetherquiltshoppe.com/


BIRDIE’S NEST 
We learned that the new shops to the 

Daytripper weren’t new at all. Birdie’s 
Nest, it turns out, has been in business 
for many years. Their quite accurate 
motto is, “We shop the world for you.” 
We walked into what seemed more like 
a market in Mexico or Indonesia than 
a store in Chatham (there’s one more 
location too, in London). Both of us fell in 
love with this store, me for the detailed, 
handmade wooden boxes, etc. and Lisa 
for the countless garden and decor ideas. 
I thought the prices were great, too. How 
this store went for so long without being 
in the Daytripper I don’t know, but now 
that we found it we’ll be telling lots of 
others to visit.
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Birdie’s Nest

THE WEDNESDAY MARKET 
With a few more minutes 

in the day we managed to 
sneak one more quick 
stop into our trip. This 
farmer and flea market 
is back on Highway #2 
(or Longwoods Road) 
east of Chatham and 
is home to booth 
after booth of all you 
might expect to find 
at a market... meats, 
cheeses, books, clothing 
and accessories, and 
everything used that one 
could imagine from LPs 
to toys. There was also a 
restaurant. We didn’t get a 
good chance to go through as 
time was ticking but I did manage 
to snag some pepperettes for the ride 
home. 

This was a great tour, combining some 
rural driving with a small and very nice 
city. I also stopped into SONS OF KENT 
BREWING COMPANY and took home a 
mixed six pack of craft beer—it’s a nice 
place in downtown Chatham. We’ll be 
back but the next time we’re hoping 
to check out Dresden and some of the 
surrounding area. Keep up the good 
work Mark and staff and we’ll keep on 
Daytripping!

Publisher’s note: Thank again Dave 
and Lisa. I’d like to take this opportunity 

to encourage more readers to take your 
lead and send us articles about the trips 
they use the Daytripper to go on. Our 
contributors do get paid a bit, maybe even 
enough to pay for the gas. Don’t worry 
about stepping on Dave and Lisa’s toes —
we have lots of pages to fill and we’d love 
to hear from you.

https://birdiesnestonline.com/
http://www.chathamfarmersmarket.ca/

